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At an Old Greenwich contemporary, a sleek kitchen scheme extends
the family's cooking space to the great outdoors

by JUDY OSTROW photogrophy STACY BASS sipling KARIN LIDBECH

54 WOFFLFWEDIR D0






'
LRI
o

i

S




n an evening sroll down Green-
o wich Awvenue a -:‘.'-uul:lll: ol YEATS ago,

homeowner J:i!| Vollmer :rqﬂn:::] a
large flat-screen television inside one of the
regail spaces. It was plaving a shde show of
beauriful ]:-u:l-:h:ng and renowaticn ]'.ll'l.'lj-'ﬂrl‘."i.
and she wok pote of the architect’s name
The next day she called Laura Kachler

Jil and her husband, Chris, had pur-
chased a 1981 Old Greemwich contemporary
a few years beleare. Tlu:lr lowved it bar had
finally decided to make some improvements
so that it would function more effectively for
thelr VoL family. An undcrsr.a:ru:[ing archi-
tect was the final clement of the renovation
ELLAEION,

“We like the clean look of modern de
gign, which is why we chom a contempo-
rary house” savs Jill "Lavra does all kinds of
work, but as soon as we met, | realized dha
she was a grear lisener. She quickly hHgured
out and responded to our particular nesds
and taste,”

For starters, the kiwchen would need a ke
er layout, with space for stomge, cooking,
dining, and a “control center” for Jill's com-
puter and paperwerk In addidon, the Vollm-
ers grew up in the West and wanted w gihve
thelr kicken an indoorfoutdocr connestion

“When they bought the houss, it had a
smiall deck, with a long single run of sairs
o the backyard. This design made the sep-
aration berween the kitchen and the sweep,
dewn-sloped landscape seem even larger,”
recalls architect Laura Kachler, "[ill couldn't
work in the kicchen and keep track of her
children outside from the windows The

ehowt All the angles Smmall that wark
frarrd includs the |srlri'|uj, wath ||TIL?;|E:1H|'||II.|.&.:":
reck miple coemter; @ computer coner for Launs,
iwich 2 frorat-phis enclsed poritry icked

i e eI COTTET, and TpskE-SINng,
korizentaldifi upper cobdasts,
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deck mself wasnt really large enough for
cooking, dining and entertaining, So a com-
plete redesign was in order.”

What emerged was a sireple, brighe, and
funcrional space that rransitions smoothly
from interior to catside, finished with a
carefully selected paberte of materials that
suit the Vollmers” sovle preferences.

Says Richard Basic, a member of the
Kachler team who functioned as projec
manager, “Jill was not only interested in
loodes; she wanted the materials in the new
kitehen 1o perform as promised. She rested
out countertop materials with all kirnds of
foods and liquids, to maker sure they deliv-
ered on the ‘easy maintenance’ claims. ™

An expansive rmansition from the inerior
o the oudoors completes the wpdine of the
Vollmers™ iving spaces. Large sindows and
the s -u:nghlm for upfper cabinet doors and
a backsplash reflect and amplify nanaral light.

The new doubledevel deck thar Eachler de-
signed creares a matural flow from house to
backyard. Tt replaces the swloward backyard
shope with a thousand square feet of cooking,
dining, and relasation arcas that step down
pradually to grade. The plan offers spasial Hex-
ibility that provides for every possible [une-
tion, From playdates to guiet evenings in front
af the cutdoor fireplace. The archivest even
designed a large planter berween decke bevels,
then filled it with ornamental grasses, 1o berter
relare the large deck area to the landscape

“It gives the deck a look of narure for all
four sezsons,” notes Jill. “We love dais Lavour
I1 gr.f.: us clean CHPAnSEs l.||:.£-|‘:m!|:, inside and
ont, and the house meets all our EXPECIALICNS
We enjoy every bat of it”
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Lawra Kaehler Archilects LLC, 203-629-d64dg;
wiwi ieehlerarchitecfscom
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